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CELTA COURSE BRIEF

Methodology

The course methodology taught for teaching English as a foreign language on this course is based on the communicative approach. In the communicative approach you revise present new language through meaningful contexts while involving the students in discovering and clarifying meaning, form and pronunciation. Throughout the learners are engaged in activities involving real communication; carrying out meaningful tasks; and using language which is useful for the learner. 

Language Awareness

There are 10 sessions that specifically deal with grammar, vocabulary and pronunciation on the course, but language awareness is dealt with continuously in other input sessions, lesson planning, written assignments and teaching practice feedback.

How are candidates assessed?
Candidates are assessed continuously during the course and there is no final examination. An external assessor, who is appointed by UCLES, moderates each course. 

There are three components of assessment:

1. Assessment of Teaching Practice
Candidates teach for a total of six hours, working with classes at two levels of ability. The classes are observed and graded by the course tutors and are followed up a feedback session on the same day with the candidates teaching practice group and a course tutor. The assessment is based on the candidate's overall performance at the end of the six hours.

2. Written Assignments
There are four written assignments. Two assignments explore aspects of teaching and learning English at adult level, one involves work on the language system of English and one is a reflection on classroom teaching.

The assignments are marked by the centre, and moderated by an external assessor appointed by UCLES.

3. Professional Development
This is based on a candidate's overall performance on the course.

To be successful, candidates must pass all components. There are three grades - Pass, Pass 'B' and Pass 'A'.

Successful candidates receive a Certificate awarded by the University of Cambridge Local Examinations Syndicate. The centre also provides a report on performance and achievement for each candidate.

